THE  FOUR  GEORGES
of doing the wrong thing at the critical moment, but
whereas the former hesitated (and was lost) because he
could not decide which course would the better serve
his own interests, Ormonde seems merely to have lost
his head. The truth is that he was a greatly overrated
figure; his liberality and his genial manner made him
popular, and because he was popular it came to be assumed
that he must be a leader of men: a common error in
English political circles. He was one of that type of
politician who is always about to do something, but
never does; accordingly, though for some years Tory
mobs continued to shout themselves hoarse with cries of
"High Church and Ormonde", the Duke himself had no
influence upon the course of events. Wyndham was a
Somerset squire, who also, as will be seen, was too prone
to procrastination when the situation demanded action,
but his career subsequently commended itself to Disraeli,
who saw, or professed to see, in him the prototype of
a Lord George Bentinck.1 Wyndham was superior to
Bolingbroke and Ormonde in that he did not fly the
country, but he was equally incompetent when the time
came to translate words into deeds.
George Granville, Lord Lansdowne, was better suited
to the part of an Opposition leader than any of his
colleagues.2 He had organized Cornwall in the Tory
interest very effectively indeed during the latter years of
Anne, and he had recently married Lady Mary Thynne,
the widow of Viscount Weymouth's heir: this brought
him Longleat, and .£12,000 a year, so that in addition to
Cornwall he was in a position to influence the rest of the
1	cf. Monypenny, W. F.: Life of Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfald,
Vol. I, pp. 218, 219, and 221, also ibid. (Monypenny aad Buckle), Vol. Ill
pp. 100-101.
2	The best account of his career is Handasyde, E.: Granville tbt Polite.
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